
Centrally located in a $4.08 
trillion economic corridor with 
access to 50M+ consumers

State-led commitment to a 
regional & sustainable food 
system by 2030

Embedded food research and 
innovation network

For a small state, Rhode Island boasts an outsized $4 billion food economy centered around an 
award-winning restaurant scene, a legacy commercial fisheries & aquaculture industry and a 
stand-out food R&D ecosystem.

Grow Your Business in
Rhode Island’s Foodie-conomy

Rhode Island’s business-friendly environment, 
stable fiscal policy, and supportive food system 
makes it an ideal landing spot for your food 
business. As one of two states in the country 
with a Director of Food Strategy, you can 
be rest assured Rhode Island takes its food 
seriously.

With concierge support from dedicated 
professionals at Rhode Island Commerce we 
help companies successfully locate or expand 
operations. Our services include reshoring and 
FDI support, supply chain connections, site 
selection, credit and tax incentive analysis, 
financing, workforce hiring and training 
programs, and more.

#1
State in the Northeast in economic 
recovery according to Moody’s & 
CNN’s Back-to-Normal Index
(Dec. 2021)

#2 Ranked state in food manufacturing  
per square mile (JobsEQ 2020)

Best city (Providence) for small 
business (Biz2Credit 2021 )#9

The Rhode Island Food Strategy envisions a sustainable, equitable 
food system that is uniquely Rhode Island; one that builds on our 
traditions, strengths, and history while encouraging innovation and 
supporting the regional goal of 50 percent of the food eaten in New 
England be produced in the region by 2060.
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Let’s Connect

State Programs

Case Studies

julianne.stelmaszyk@commerceri.com
401-278-9141
CommerceRI.com

Julianne Stelmaszyk

Director of Food Strategy

Gotham Greens,  a pioneer in indoor agriculture and a leading produce and fresh food company, 
launched its 110,000 sq ft. high-tech greenhouse facility in 2019. Since landing in the Ocean State, 
using a Qualified Jobs and Rebuild RI incentive, the climate controlled greenhouse has contributed 
to over $6 million in economic output for the state.

In Good Company

Collaborative 
public-private 
partnerships

Concentration of 
higher ed institutions

Embedded 
distribution network

Food innovation & 
entrepreneurship hub

Legacy fishing and 
aquaculture industry

State vision for strong 
local and sustainable 
food economy

“       Rhode Island’s dedication to sustainable food and food sector development and growth, 
made it an easy choice to develop our greenhouse facility here. We’re excited to bring our 
goal of producing 6 million heads of lettuce and leafy greens annually to the Ocean State and 
continue to help transform how and where we see fresh produce grown.
- Viraj Puri, co-founder and CEO of Gotham Greens

Rebuild RI – Gap financing program with 
redeemable tax credits covering up to 20% of 
project costs

Qualified Jobs Tax Credit - For up to 10 years, 
redeemable tax credits for new jobs created 
– can equal up to $7,500 per job per year

Tax Exempt Bonds – Tax-exempt private 
activity bonds for companies to finance 
manufacturing projects with a $10,000,000 
maximum limit per project

R&D Tax Credit – 22.5% for the first $111,111 in 
qualified R&D expenses

Manufacturing Investment Tax Credit (4%) 
High Performance (10%) 

Real Jobs RI – Demand driven, flexible 
workforce training program

Skills for RI – Service that will advertise 
and market open job postings, screen, and 
present qualified candidates to RI companies

Wavemaker Fellowship – RI helps STEM and 
design workers pay down student debt

Innovation vouchers - Grants up to $50,000 
to fund R&D assistance from a Rhode Island 
university, research, or medical center.


